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As the year 2012-13 comes to a close, we look back at great pride as the Nanda Talukdar Foundation has crossed another successful year in the field of publication, research as well as its financial growth. Here is the story of the past year.

Publication

After the stupendous success of the previous year, which saw three successful books, “Mautam”, “ULFA” and “Secret Killing of Assam” soaring into popularity, this year was relatively a more quiet one. 
There was just one book “Bate Ghate” which is a political satire written by Mrinal Talukdar.  Loosely based on himself, the book poked fun at the media community and it was a grand success. The book was well supported by cartoons from Parthajyoti Bora. Besides that there was no foray into publication of any other books in the year.

Research

Like the previous year, almost the entire manpower has been channelized for the data collection of the massive social History projects. Adminsitrator Krishna Talukdar, Senior Research Fellow Kishore Kalita, Junior Research Fellow Uddipta Hazarika and Part Timer Pranjal Mazumdar worked almost on daily basis in the District Library and Historical Antiquarian department to get the main informations from the newspapers which was then fed into the storage system by our DTP operator Kiran Saikia.

The project is a detailed history of modern Assam between 1945-2005 as our team has gone through newspapers of every day and recorded all the major events of the day to complete the grand timeline between 1945-2005. This is a never before task and it is not only mammoth but very complicated needs huge patience.
The project started in March 2011 and monthly remuneration bill for the project was around Rs 23,000 and later it shoot up to Rs 28,000  with the addition of a part time research scholar to speed up the work.   So far Rs 6,00,000  have been spent on the project and the basic data base of 53 years have been completed. 
This is a herculean task as every single newspaper have been physically checked, photographed over the past one year. The District Library, Historical antiquarian studies and Foundation Library besides the Media Trust library have been frequented for this mega project.
The data collection has come to an end by September 2012 and by November the entire data have been converted to digital format and from there the two main writers of the project Mrinal Talukdar and Kishore Kumar Kalita started the chapterisation process as there will be six volumes in the series. 
Each of the volume will be dedicated to a decade. Hence ten years of raw datas were scrutinized and the tentative timeline was prepared. From that timeline, the main chapters of the decade have been earmarked. 
Each of the volume has around 10-12 chapters. Each of the chapter is a big event of the decade, worthy to figure in the modern history. This is a very painstaking process and progressed with utmost care.

Development sector

This is also the year when the Foundation have started expanding wings to the development sector while collaborating with multi agency project with external funding. 

The Foundation is also in advanced stage of negotiation with the State Institute of Rural Development (SIRD) and ACTED separately for getting involved in two different projects.

The SIRD project is a social audit of their intervention through micro credit in all the districts of Assam. This project is expected to be carried out with the Omeo Kumar Das Institute of Social Development (OKID). This should be a laborious on field scrutiny.

The other project is  a  very big one. This is a hand holding intervention in five states of the North East where the focus is Access to Governance. This project is supposed to be funded by the European Union and to be executed by the ACTED with 4-5 organisations working in different sectors. The Foundation is supposed to be one of the partners of the project. A series of meeting has taken place between the ACTED but it has not taken off since the project itself has been awaiting go ahead from the European Union(EU).
However both the projects are on the drawing table stage and yet to be fully awarded to the NTF for carrying out. But we do hope that the next financial year would be busy with the implementation of these two projects.

Finance

This is a year where our financial achievements have not been very high. There are hardly any financial activities which could enhance our corpus funds. Almost the entire period was taken up by the Social History project with NTF’s friend Kangkan Dutta, a philanthropist, kept on pouring necessary fund for the Social History project. So thanks to him, the Social History project progressed and never it was stopped. 

 However the NTF has always strived for financial independence and left no stone unturned to raise its corpus fund from Rs 20 lakh. The sustainability is the key factor and our goal is to sustain without any major grant. The grants are welcome but that should be project based and the basic function of the Foundation should not be run from any grants. Hence our Endeavour is to make a corpus of Rs 30 lakh or more and run the basic affairs of the Foundation smoothly with the interest of the same. 
Despite all that the totalo turn over of the Foundation was Rs 38,38,907 and the balance sheet as well as the summary of the audited account besides the source of revenue have been uploaded in the web sites for maintain transparency but also easy understanding by all the stake holders.
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